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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2015-397
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: May 26, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: F; RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: May 29, 2015
Type of Action: Appropriation; Agreement Approval and Authorization
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates $240,000 to fund a Marketing and River taxi Sponsorship Agreement for the City of Jacksonville’s river taxi service, as initiated by B.T. 15-___; provides a carryover of funds from year to year until such funds are expended in accordance with the Marketing and River Taxi Sponsorship Agreement; it approves and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute the Marketing and River Taxi Sponsorship Agreement between the City of Jacksonville and Lakeshore Marine Services, LLC.
Background Information: In response to a Request for Proposal that the City issued for river taxi services in downtown Jacksonville along the St. Johns River, the City negotiated and executed an agreement with Lakeshore Marine Service, LLC on March 15, 2015.  Since the execution of the River Taxi Service Agreement, River Taxi Service ridership levels have been consistently low during the week making it difficult for the operator to sustain the river taxi service under the River Taxi Service Agreement.  By this appropriation and marketing agreement, the City recognizes the importance for marketing services to support and promote water taxi service’s increase in citizen use of the St. Johns River and event attendance in downtown Jacksonville which will benefit the revitalization of downtown Jacksonville.  The Agreement is for a two-year period (allocation of $120,000 per year) and is subject to vendor providing proof of $240,000 in private funds over the two year period.
Policy Impact: River Taxi Service/Downtown Revitalization
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $240,000.00.
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